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substitutes. Goremykin, too, warmly advocated a guar-
antee of judicial tenure. The Emperor concurred with this
opinion in spite of the fact that it was held by a minority
only. And now, what has become of this exalted principle
of judicial inviolability under the regime of Messrs.
Stolypin-Shcheglovitov? The members of the conference
were led to believe that dismissal of judges would be an
extraordinary measure, always dependent upon His
Majesty's previous consent; but the Hon. Mr. Shcheglo-
vitov, the law notwithstanding, now discharges judges
right and left according to his own sweet desire, so that the
Department of Justice is rotten with crawling sycophants of
the Minister of Justice, from whom all blessings flow, in-
cluding the privilege of holding office.
During the discussion of the 3ist chapter concerning the
security of property, there occurred between myself and
Goremykin a heated exchange which was fraught with the
greatest significance, though I did not realize it at the time.
In criticizing this section,  Goremykin remarked, among
other things, that the coming Duma should not be allowed
to touch upon confiscation of private estates and that it
should be dispersed forthwith in case of refusal to comply
with this injunction.   Although the chapter was finally left
in the form submitted by the Council of Ministers, this
vehement expression of Goremykin's was favourably re-
ceived by many of those present, and the Emperor, too,
appeared to like it.   On my part I declared my opposition
to such a plan, observing that, whereas one might be un-
qualifiedly against forcible expropriation, it did not follow
that the Duma should be prevented from discussing ways
and means and planning laws in reference to this subject
On the contrary, the question, I added, is precisely one
which the representative assembly should deem it important
to consider; and, provided its proceedings are legally cor-
rect, I see nto cause for dispersing the Duma, even though